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designated goals. This bill explicitly authorizes 
end-strength by 1,500 members to 47,000 and 
increasing Coast Guard funding to $8.4 billion 
which has not been done since the 1970’s. 

The act also includes provisions regarding 
shipping and navigation, vessel size limits, 
maritime drug law enforcement, fishing vessel 
safety, liability limits for natural gas deepwater 
ports, claims against the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund, dry bulk cargo residue, merchant mar-
iner matter, and security. 

Mr. Speaker, every year, 95 percent of the 
goods coming into the United States arrive at 
our nation’s seaports. These goods are 
shipped from ports around the world, some 
from developed countries and others from de-
veloping countries. I am particularly concerned 
about ports in developing countries. Devel-
oping countries have limited resources which 
means their ability to maintain effective anti- 
terrorism measures is limited. 

We can not allow terrorists to exploit this 
limitation. Rather, we should work with devel-
oping countries and others to build up their 
anti-terrorism measures. This assistance will 
benefit all of us. The developing countries will 
gain the support they need, and we will close 
a potential gap in our own supply chain. Every 
gap we close is one less gap that can be ex-
ploited by terrorists. I am pleased that this bill 
requires the Department of Homeland Security 
to develop a strategic plan to utilize existing 
assistance programs to assist foreign ports 
and facilities that are found by the Secretary 
not to maintain effective anti-terrorism meas-
ures. This bill furthermore authorizes the 
Coast Guard to lend, lease, and donate equip-
ment and provide technical training to non- 
compliant foreign ports or facilities. The mul-
tiple layers of security enhancement author-
ized in this legislation will minimize the ability 
of terrorists to target to maritime commerce 
and negatively impact the global supply chain. 

I am pleased that the Coast Guard Author-
ization Act of 2007 includes specific provisions 
relating to Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs). 
Within this legislation, MSIs are defined as a 
historically Black college or university, a His-
panic serving institution, a Tribal College or 
University, a Predominantly Black institution, 
or a Native American-serving institution. Sec-
tion 901 of this important legislation states that 
the Commandant shall establish a manage-
ment internship program for students at MSIs, 
enabling them to intern at Coast Guard head-
quarters or Coast Guard regional offices in an 
effort to support the development of civilian, 
career-midlevel, and senior managers for the 
service. This legislation furthermore instructs 
the Coast Guard to work with the National As-
sociation for Equal Opportunity in Higher Edu-
cation, the Hispanic Association of Colleges 
and Universities, and the American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium to create this in-
ternship program and authorizes $2 million to 
be appropriated to this program. 

Mr. Speaker, I have long stressed the im-
portance of including this nation’s MSIs in the 
effort to secure our nation. Section 903 of this 
legislation states that the Commandant shall 
establish a Coast Guard Laboratory of Excel-
lence-MSI Cooperative Technology Program 
at three minority serving institutions to focus 
on priority security areas for the Coast Guard, 
such as global maritime surveillance, resil-
ience, and recovery. It also calls on the Com-
mandant to encourage collaboration among 
the minority serving institutions selected to 

participate in the cooperative technology pro-
gram and institutions of higher education with 
institutional research and academic program 
resources and experience. These and other 
measures included within this bill are abso-
lutely imperative as the Office of Workforce 
Planning has recently revealed that only 5 per-
cent of the officer corps is African American 
and only 12 percent of the officer corps is 
comprised of ethnic minorities, while in the last 
3 years the numbers of minority ascensions 
have actually decreased. 

The Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2007 
also increases oversight and efficiency of the 
TWIC program, which was originally mandated 
six years ago, yet continues to flounder. To 
date only 230,000 out of an estimated 845,000 
applicants have enrolled in the TWIC program, 
while the deadline for enrollment is September 
25, 2008. While this provision of the Coast 
Guard Authorization is both timely and impor-
tant, there is still more which must be done in 
order to ensure that the program is both effec-
tive and efficient, which is why I have offered 
an amendment. 

I would like to reiterate only few of the ob-
stacles that workers have faced in my state of 
Texas as well in my district of Houston. For 
example, a marine worker enrolled at the 
Houston Port enrolled on December 13, 2007. 
To this date, he still does not yet have a TWIC 
card. He remained on hold for 4 hours and 10 
minutes and was finally told by the operator 
that he would have to return to Houston to be 
fingerprinted again after APR. Incidentally, a 
representative of Higman Marine Services, 
Inc., asked the same question about their em-
ployee, and she was told that he should not 
return until June. This blatant inconsistency in 
service and information is simply unaccept-
able. Furthermore, another transportation 
worker went to the Beaumont center about 3 
weeks ago to pick up his TWIC after being no-
tified it was ready. He traveled from Hemphill, 
TX (117 miles), and was told that the card 
was accidentally shipped to Houston and he 
could drive there (85 miles) to pick it up. He 
presently does not have his card. The list of 
incidences in which workers have to contin-
ually overcome structural impediments is too 
long for me to name. It is from my concern for 
these workers that I have introduced my 
amendment. 

My amendment calls for the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to compile an assessment 
of the enrollment sites for transportation secu-
rity cards issued under section 70105 of title 
46, United States Code within 30 days of en-
actment. The assessment should, at minimum, 
examine: The feasibility of keeping those en-
rollment sites open 24 hours per day, and 7 
days per week, in order to better handle the 
large number of applicants for such cards; the 
feasibility of keeping those enrollment sites 
open after September 25, 2008; and the qual-
ity of customer service, including the periods 
of time individuals are kept on hold on the 
telephone, whether appointments are kept, 
and processing times for applications. 

My amendment furthermore calls on the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to develop 
timelines and benchmarks for implementing 
the findings of the assessment as the Sec-
retary deems necessary. By identifying the 
areas in which enrollment sites for homeland 
security cards are ineffective and inefficient 
and creating a timeline through which to im-
plement necessary changes and benchmarks 

to ensure their progress and accountability, we 
will make this Nation a safer place accessible 
to labor and operations alike. 

Long before the horrific events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, citizens of America relied 
upon the Coast Guard to ensure the safety of 
our waterways, and we depend on them still. 
Therefore, I urge my fellow members of Con-
gress to also support the Coast Guard Author-
ization Act of 2007 and ensure this rich and 
necessary tradition remains a thriving and 
useful part of not only our national defense 
strategy but also to protect us and the envi-
ronment from those threats by sea. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this rule and the underlying legisla-
tion. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 60th anniversary of the Nation 
of Israel. 

I join a bipartisan group of my colleagues in 
support for H. Con. Res. 322—a measure rec-
ognizing the 60th anniversary of the founding 
of the modern State of Israel and reaffirming 
the bonds of close friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Israel. This 
measure passed the House of Representa-
tives earlier this week by a vote of 417 to 0. 

As a member of the Democratic Israel 
Working Group, I am proud to commend Israel 
and her people on the occasion of this signifi-
cant milestone. 

We and the international community are 
grateful to Israel for her contributions in the 
fields of agriculture, technology, and medicine 
to name a few. Furthermore, Israel is a true 
democracy in an unstable region of the world, 
and the nation has long been an ally of the 
U.S. 

Again, I join my colleagues in commending 
Israel and in looking forward to a future of 
continued friendship. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 24, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. It is April 24, 2008, 
in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, and before the sun sets today in Amer-
ica, almost 4,000 more defenseless unborn 
children were killed by abortion on demand. 
That’s just today, Madam Speaker. That’s 
more than the number of innocent lives lost on 
September 11 in this country, only it happens 
every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,876 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
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